
Principal’s Message: 

Happy New Year! 
 
As we start up a new semester (which signifies we are half way through the school 
year- can you believe it?), WHS would like to share with families some highlights 
of what your students have been learning thus far.  It is important to note when 
schools and families work together to support learning, everyone benefits. These 
home-school connections can serve to strengthen, support, and motivate student 
learning.  This solid partnership results in enormous growth and development of 
the student, as well as fuels the creation of rich curricula activities that meet the 
highest of standards to prepare students for life beyond the walls of WHS. 
 
While we have much more to do in the months ahead, we hope you enjoy a review 
of what various departments have been working on with your child. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Callaghan 
WHS Principal 

 

WHS Newsletter 
 

Brian M. Callaghan, Principal 
Jessica M. Barrett, Assistant Principal 

Matthew T. Lefebvre, Assistant Principal January, 2020 



2 

Business & Computer Science 

The Business and Computer Science Department has had a busy 
semester.  Some of the highlights include students in Personal Finance focusing 
on the concepts of "paying themselves first" and building savings, paying taxes, 
operating a checkbook and finishing a Personal Budget Project where their goal 
was to live within the budget, based on a career they chose.  The big takeaway for 
them...."gosh food is expensive".  In Marketing, students have worked all semester 
to related textbook theory of the basics in Marketing - the 4Ps, demographics, 
Maslow and Psychographics to analyzing advertisements from television, the 
internet and print. Students in Business Concepts have been researching and 
presenting career information to the class. 
  
The Exploring Computer Science courses have created their own websites and are 
currently completing their final programming projects.  Students have a choice in 
their programming projects to do a "choose your own adventure story" or a game.   
  
AP Computer Science Principles class has completed their practice Explore and 
Create assignments.  This is a practice run for the Performance tasks that they will 
submit to College Board that will count for part of their AP score.  
  

English 

“So I’m on a search -- and have been, I now realize, all my life -- to find books to 
help me make sense of the world, to help me become a better person, to help me 
get my head around the big questions that I have and answer some of the small 
ones while I’m at it.”  

From “Why We Need to Read” by Will Schwalbe published on Dec 23, 2016  

Research repeatedly reveals that reading fiction builds empathy and helps improve 
our “theory of mind.” As students read fiction, their own experiences and identities 
are at times mirrored while other works offer them windows into other perspectives 
and experiences. And it is through reading inclusive works that students best make 
sense of the world. Understanding the importance of this, the English department 
has begun the process of evaluating our curriculum offerings and searching for 
new titles that will bring more inclusivity to our current offerings.  

We also strive to offer students diverse learning experiences including field trips. 
On Thursday, February 13th, several of our junior classes will be going to Trinity 
Rep in Providence, RI to see August Wilson’s play Radio Golf. Over the years, we 
have brought many student groups to this theater, and we are always impressed 
with their productions. We are looking forward to bringing another group of 
students to this theater to experience live theater connected with our study of 
American literature. 

Journalism News: 

As part of the journalism program, Holly Carew and Caroline White have both had 
articles published in The Community Advocate. We are grateful for this 
collaboration and the authentic learning experience this provides our student. 

Industrial Technology 

The Engineering Tech Department is gearing up for Midterms and finishing up out 
semester classes.  In Intro to Engineering, students are working on a forces on 
structures unit which they will need to be successful in the Cupcake Tower 
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competition.  In this competition, the will have to build a tower that can protect their 
cupcakes from being knocked down by the advanced engineering students.  The 
advanced engineering students are designing games of skill and we hope to be 
able to display some of them in the lobby for everyone to see and try their hand. 

In Applied Engineering, students are putting the finishing touches on their bridges 
and will test them and analyze their data, while the Wood Tech classes are also 
finishing their projects.  The students of Materials Engineering are also finishing 
their independent projects for the semester. 

Family & Consumer Science 

Family and Consumer Science has held several very cool events in the past few 
weeks.  Right before Winter Break, the Art of Baking class held a Cookie Table 
celebration.  Students baked over 1,000 cookies for staff and students to sample 
and enjoy at their after school event.  A fun time was had by all.  International 
Foods have been holding several food themed units, including Tactober and 
Thanksgiving.  Students and staff have enjoyed (and been made hungry) smelling 
the delicious aromas wafting through the halls! 

Library 
In an effort to increase interest in reading and to improve access for all students, 
the fiction section of the library is currently undergoing genrefication.  
 
A general independent Library Orientation resource for students who have not yet 
had a class with Mrs. Cellucci can be found on this Libguide. Libguides can be 
found on the library website.  
 
All students and teachers have access to the Commonwealth ebook initiative 
through the WHS Library. Students can access it online via the library website to 
use online or by downloading the free SORA app.  Sign in is with the school 
designated email account.  Ebooks and audiobooks are available.  
 
Mrs. Cellucci is available after school to assist students with research 
assignments, literacy projects, help with resources and finding books to 
read.  Students may also schedule time for specific help.  
 
Please contact: Mrs. Anita Cellucci, Library Teacher, with any 
questions.  celluccia@westboroughk12.org 
Find the library on Facebook and Instagram and Twitter  

Math 

A focus of the Mathematics department in 2019 – 2020 is challenging students to 
persevere in problem solving.  Within each class we are teaching strategies to use 
if students become stuck on a problem while also encouraging a mindset of trying 
different methods instead of giving up.  Across the different levels of math classes, 
these challenge questions may look different, however the strategies are similar.  A 
favorite video of both students and teachers is a clip of "being stuck on a broken 
escalator" where two individuals sit down and wait to be rescued rather than simply 
walking up the stairs.  This video is a fun, lighthearted way to remind students not 
to quit when they encounter an obstacle but rather to look for new approaches. 

 

http://whs.westborough.libguides.com/orientation
https://soraapp.com/home
mailto:celluccia@westboroughk12.org
https://www.facebook.com/WestboroughHSLibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/librarywhs/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/LibraryWHS
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Physical Education/Wellness 

Currently in Physical Education, our classes are enacting our curriculum in a 
variety of ways:  Students in Pilates are working on their standing pilates exercises 
including balance and strength poses. Students in Low Adventure have developed 
their own games and are teaching them to their peers in small groups.  According 
to one twelfth grade student in Low Adventure, "I've really enjoyed the bonding 
with other students while we had to creatively solve problems."  In Target & 
Individual Sports, students are taking part in archery lessons focusing on safety 
and accuracy.  In fitness class, individual heart rate monitors are allowing students 
to individualize their workouts and effectively monitor their own effort.  In Team 
Sports students are in teams running their own practices and competing in 
basketball. Students in our Peak Performance for sport & life course have 
implemented mental skills in an authentic personal experience and are presenting 
to their peers about that experience. Finally, in Grade 9 Health students are 
embarking on their advocacy projects where they will create a product that sends 
a positive message to a variety of audiences. 

School Counseling 

You can access the School Counseling Website from the Westborough High 
Website by selecting District Department, and then School Counseling.  

Link   http://westboroughschoolcounselingdept.westboroughk12.org/  

On the homepage, you will see current School Counseling Related Events and our 
Department Calendar. When exploring the tabs you will find the WHS program of 
studies, course selection guidance, graduation requirements, and academic 
support strategies. You can also find extensive information about college and 
career choices by selecting the College/Career tab. The Post-Secondary Planning 
Handbook is a great source of information compiled by the counselors to help 
guide you through the required steps to take when deciding your future. The 
School Counselors also have put together information to support student’s social 
and emotional needs, including the links to various resources. You can access 
many of the websites you frequently visit such as Naviance, College Board, ACT, 
FAFSA and Common App on our website. 

 

http://westboroughschoolcounselingdept.westboroughk12.org/
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Science 

Honors Natural Science & Engineering has explored the complex disaster of the 
1919 Boston Molasses Flood.  In the classroom, students have measured flow 
rates of fixed volumes of water with varying exit hole sizes to calculate fluid speeds. 
They have used computer models to see how pressure varies with gravity, depth, 
and density using an online fluid dynamics simulator.  Working together, they have 
edited python code to solve for the speed of fluids if certain data is known. The 
students have also read the book 'Dark Tide,' by Stephen Puleo which examines 
the sophisticated engineering, political, and social aspects that collided in a 
disaster that killed twenty-one people and resulted in one of the first US class-
action lawsuits against big business. 

Social Studies 
The Social Studies department continues to be engaged in a system wide 
curriculum review as we strive to lead students to meaningful and enduring lessons 
seeking the truth about human behavior.  Students are frequently engaged with 
artifacts and primary sources in our Social Studies Lab - most recently with items 
from the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, World War II, and the trans-atlantic slave 
trade. Current events are examined as a matter of habit in all classes and we look 
forward to the mock trial conducted by our Legal Studies classes. 

World Language  

There are several exciting things going on in the World Language Department at 
WHS as teachers and students move into year three of their Path to Proficiency. 
This fall, along with the world language teachers at GMS, teachers participated in 
their second annual book study. This year world language teachers took a deep dive 
into research-based strategies that give language educators powerful ideas to make 
language instruction meaningful and purposeful for students. In order to enact our 
newfound strategies and learn from one another, teachers from both schools 
participated in a reciprocal teacher exchange in which teachers observed each other 
putting this new learning into practice. This hard work is helping teachers to continue 
to create new units and lessons to deliver the new curriculum to their students. In order 
to share these successes with teachers from outside of the district, three world 
language teachers from WHS presented a workshop to share one such unit at the 
Massachusetts Foreign Language Association’s annual fall conference this October. 
Finally, in our continued effort to identify engaging, authentic content, Spanish 3 and 
4 teachers have begun screening the Spanish television programs El internado and 
Gran Hotel respectively.  Students are so interested in the new content that they ask 
for more and are enthused to find out what happens each 7-day cycle when classes 
watch the shows. These shows benefit all students by hooking them in with compelling 
story lines and comprehensible language clearly connected to visuals. In addition to 
skyrocketing engagement, teachers have noticed students using new vocabulary, 
making connections with course content, and questions about new structures. 

Important Dates: 

January 24th    Start of Semester 2 
February 7th    Half Day Students 
February 17-21   Winter Vacation 
 

Westborough High School Website 

 

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=35937&pageId=35945

